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Go	to	the	contentGo	to	the	footerNo	film	genre	ages	worse	than	comedy.	A	great	drama	will	resonate	through	the	ages.	A	well-orchestrated	action	flick	will	make	viewers’	eyes	pop	forever,	and	a	truly	horrifying	movie	will	scare	viewers	until	the	sun	explodes.	But	what’s	funny	in	1922	might	land	with	a	thud	in	2022.	That’s	to	say	nothing	of	varying
tastes	in	humour.	One	person’s	laugh	riot	is	another’s	‘I	don’t	get	it?’.	That	makes	coming	up	with	the	best	comedy	films	of	all	time	tricky.	In	considering	the	movies	on	this	list,	we	had	to	ask	ourselves:	what	makes	a	truly	great	comedy?	There’s	many	criteria,	but	one	of	the	most	important	is	the	question	of:	‘Is	this	film	still	funny	now,	and	will	it	still
be	funny	five	years,	ten	years…	a	century	from	now?’	With	the	help	of	comedians	like	Diane	Morgan	and	Russell	Howard,	actors	such	as	John	Boyega	and	Jodie	Whittaker	and	a	small	army	of	Time	Out	writers,	we	believe	we’ve	found	the	100	finest,	most	durable	and	most	broadly	appreciable	laughers	in	history.	No	matter	your	sense	of	humour	-	silly
or	sophisticated,	light	or	dark,	surreal	or	broad	-	you’ll	find	it	represented	here.		Recommended:		The	100	best	movies	of	all-time	The	greatest	romantic	comedies	of	all	time	33	great	disaster	movies	The	best	thriller	films	of	all-time	The	best	foreign	films	of	all-timeBy	entering	your	email	address	you	agree	to	our	Terms	of	Use	and	Privacy	Policy	and
consent	to	receive	emails	from	Time	Out	about	news,	events,	offers	and	partner	promotions.	Awesome,	you're	subscribed!Thanks	for	subscribing!	Look	out	for	your	first	newsletter	in	your	inbox	soon!Mean	Girls	‘You	wanna	be	a	big	cop	in	a	small	town?	Fuck	off	up	the	model	village.’Director:	Edgar	WrightCast:	Simon	Pegg,	Nick	Frost,	Martin
FreemanEdgar	Wright’s	follow-up	to	Shaun	of	the	Dead	is	a	bigger,	busier,	slightly	less	focused	ramble	through	small-town	cop-movie	clichés,	but	it	might	just	be	the	better	film,	benefiting	from	a	script	packed	with	smart	one-liners	and	neat	riffs	on	everything	from	Hammer	horror	to	cosy	ITV	dramas.	It	also,	lest	we	forget,	sports	arguably	the	finest
supporting	cast	ever	assembled,	with	(very	deep	breath)	Paddy	Considine,	Jim	Broadbent,	Billie	Whitelaw,	Martin	Freeman,	Olivia	Colman,	Edward	Woodward,	Bill	Nighy,	Timothy	Dalton,	The	Actor	Kevin	Eldon,	both	Adam	and	Joe,	Rory	‘The	Hound’	McCann	and	even	a	masked	Cate	Blanchett	all	getting	in	on	the	action.	‘I	think	anyone	over	40	who
amuses	themself	by	doing	impressions	needs	to	take	a	long,	hard	look	in	the	mirror.’	Director:	Michael	WinterbottomCast:	Rob	Brydon,	Steve	Coogan	Here’s	what	happens	in	The	Trip:	Steve	Coogan	and	Rob	Brydon,	playing	fictionalised	versions	of	themselves,	drive	across	the	English	countryside,	eating	fancy	meals,	bickering	about	their	careers,
singing	ABBA	and	doing	a	lot	of	celebrity	impressions.	That’s	literally	the	whole	thing	–	and	that’s	all	it	needs	to	be.	Trimmed	to	film	length	from	a	six-episode	BBC	television	series,	it’s	arranged	by	director	Michael	Winterbottom	as	a	series	of	vignettes	that	all	play	out	more	or	less	the	same	way,	and	yet	it’s	hysterical.	Explaining	why	is	difficult:	it’s	a
road	movie	that	quickly	succumbs	to	travel	delirium,	that	point	in	a	long	excursion	where	boredom,	exhaustion	and	annoyance	combine	into	a	sort	of	euphoria,	and	things	become	funny	for	no	reason	at	all.	But	Coogan	and	Brydon	have	the	kind	of	comic	chemistry	where	that	concept	can	sustain	itself	across	three,	almost	equally	funny	films.	Make	this
your	starter.Pathé	Exchange‘Goddamnit,	this	is	a	dark	fucking	period!’	Director:	Jake	Kasdan	Cast:	John	C	Reilly,	Jenna	Fischer,	Tim	Meadows,	Kristen	Wiig	Spoofs	of	the	grandly	silly	Zucker,	Abrahams	and	Zucker	variety	were	decades	out	of	style	in	2007,	but	the	genre	almost	had	to	be	resurrected	in	order	to	deliver	an	all-out	roasting	of	an
ascendant	brand	of	awards	bait:	the	prestige	musical	biopic.	Arriving	on	the	heels	of	Jamie	Foxx’s	Oscar-winning	Ray	Charles	impression	and	the	Carter-Cash	box-office	phenomenon	Walk	the	Line,	co-writers	Jake	Kasdan	and	Judd	Apatow	superimpose	elements	of	both	–	along	with	not-at-all	subtle	bits	of	Elvis,	Bob	Dylan	and	Brian	Wilson	–	into	the
lumpy	form	of	Reilly’s	Dewey	Cox.	He’s	a	well-meaning	rube	turned	rock’n’roll	pioneer	who	never	quite	sheds	his	dopey	innocence,	even	while	getting	hooked	on	stronger	and	stronger	drugs	and	writing	increasingly	indulgent	songs	featuring	‘an	army	of	didgeridoos’.	While	plenty	absurd,	Walk	Hard	lacks	the	anarchic	zaniness	of	its	parodic	forebears
but	makes	up	for	it	with	direct-hit	explosions	of	its	chosen	target,	from	the	reductive	portrayal	of	the	creative	process	(the	title	song	shoots	to	number	1	half	an	hour	after	its	recorded)	and	questionable	casting	(‘I’m	Dewey’s	12-year-old	girlfriend!’	yells	a	full-grown	Kristen	Wiig)	to	the	cradle-to-grave	structure.	If	it	had	been	a	bigger	hit,	it	might	have
spared	us	Bohemian	Rhapsody	–	just	out	of	sheer	embarrassment.						20th	Century	FoxPhil	de	Semlyen	Global	film	editorPhotograph:	20th	Century	FoxPhoto:	Francois	Duhamel20th	Century	FoxUnited	ArtistsNew	Line	CinemaPhil	de	Semlyen	Global	film	editorPhil	de	Semlyen	Global	film	editorParamount	Pictures	‘People	say,	“You	must	have	been	the
class	clown.”	And	I	say,	“No,	I	wasn’t.	But	I	sat	next	to	the	class	clown	and	I	studied	him.”’	Director:	Christopher	Guest	Cast:	Christopher	Guest,	Eugene	Levy,	Catherine	O’Hara	As	axeman	Nigel	Tufnel,	Christopher	Guest	was	part	of	the	timeless	success	of	This	Is	Spinal	Tap.	But	he	also	picked	up	the	filmmaking	baton,	going	on	to	direct	masterworks
of	situational	improv	such	as	Best	in	Show,	For	Your	Consideration	and	this	movie.	The	superb	cast	play	members	of	a	small-town,	amateur-dramatic	society	pinning	their	hopes	on	a	visit	from	a	big-shot	critic,	though	what	he’ll	make	of	the	pageant	‘Red,	White	and	Blaine’	is	regrettably	clear	to	everyone	else.	Often	painful,	sometimes	moving,
frequently	hilarious,	it’s	an	oddball	delight	and	a	tribute	to	self-deluding	ambition	everywhere.	Amazon‘So...	to	fully	know	I	love	someone,	I	have	to	cheat	on	them?’Director:	Michael	Showalter	Cast:	Kumail	Nanjiani,	Zoe	Kazan,	Holly	Hunter,	Ray	Romano	There	aren’t	too	many	modern	comedies	with	the	chutzpah	to	pull	off	a	9/11	joke.	There	are	even
fewer	to	give	us	a	Pakistani-American	culture-shock	romance	that	isn’t	awash	with	clichés	(okay,	ignoring	at	least	one	killer	Uber	gag).	Take	a	bow,	then,	Emily	V	Gordon	and	Kumail	Nanjiani,	the	real-life	couple	who	penned	an	inspired-by-real-life	gem	that	does	both	–	and	a	whole	lot	more	besides.	We	meet	Emily	(Zoe	Kazan	plays	Gordon’s	on-screen
surrogate)	and	Kumail	(Nanjiani	playing	a	version	of	himself)	doing	all	the	standard	stuff:	dating,	having	sex,	watching	Vincent	Prices	movies.	Then	she	falls	into	a	coma	and	suddenly	for	Kumail,	there’s	heartache,	hospitals	and	parents	to	deal	with.	Funny	and	wise,	The	Big	Sick	is	one	of	those	rare	comedies	with	something	genuinely	fresh	to	say.Phil
de	Semlyen	Global	film	editorUniversal	Pictures‘There’s	a	lot	to	be	said	for	making	people	laugh.	It	isn’t	much,	but	it’s	better	than	nothing	in	this	cock-eyed	caravan.’	Director:	Preston	Sturges	Cast:	Joel	McCrea,	Veronica	Lake	Sullivan’s	Travels	is	perhaps	best	known	today	as	being	the	movie	that	‘inspired’	the	Coens’	O	Brother,	Where	Art	Thou?,	but
this	meaning-of-life	masterpiece	deserves	so	much	more.	At	once	witty,	wacky,	wholesome,	devious	and	devastatingly	smart,	it	showcases	director	Preston	Sturges	at	the	absolute	pinnacle	of	his	game,	offering	up	not	just	a	wildly	entertaining	Hollywood	romp	but	a	razor	sharp	(and	explosively	political)	examination	of	why	comedy	matters	at	all.	A
work	of	genius,	plain	and	simple.	And	damn,	Veronica	Lake!DreamWorks	Pictures	'Every	now	and	then	I	get	a	little	bit	nervous	then	I	see	the	fuckin’	look	in	your	eyes...’	Director:	Todd	Phillips	Cast:	Luke	Wilson,	Will	Ferrell,	Vince	Vaughn	Director	Todd	Phillips	found	critical	and	commercial	acclaim	with	The	Hangover	and,	more	surprisingly,	Joker.
But	he	forged	his	cult	with	this	early	aughts	Animal	House	riff	that	serves	as	an	appetiser	for	a	decade	of	Apatow-adjacent	bro	comedies.	The	plot	is	pretty	boilerplate	(old	guys	start	an	on-campus	frat	for	outcasts,	blowhard	dean	can’t	deal	with	it),	but	it’s	all	executed	with	chaotic	zeal	thanks	to	a	stacked	Frat	Pack	cast	that	includes	an	especially
manic	Vince	Vaughn.	The	real	breakout,	though,	is	Will	Ferrell,	whose	internal	battle	between	middle-aged	family	man	and	party-obsessed	Frank	the	Tank	provides	the	film	a	Jekyll	and	Hyde	dynamic	soaked	in	bong	water	and	cheap	beer.	Old	School	announced	the	arrival	of	Will	Ferrell,	Movie	Star,	and	it	did	it	in	the	most	Ferrell	way	possible:	by
going	streaking.	Universal	PicturesUnited	Artists20th	Century	FoxWarner	Bros.	Buena	Vista	Pictures	‘“Vamonos,	amigos,”	he	whispered,	and	threw	the	busted	leather	flintcraw	over	the	loose	weave	of	the	saddlecock.	And	they	rode	on	in	the	friscalating	dusklight.’	Director:	Wes	Anderson	Cast:	Gene	Hackman,	Anjelica	Huston,	Luke	Wilson	Wes
Anderson’s	third	feature	film	follows	three	child	prodigies	turned	adult	burnouts,	called	back	to	New	York	by	their	dying	father.	Gwyneth	Paltrow,	Luke	Wilson	and	Ben	Stiller	play	the	siblings,	who	function	in	a	typically	Anderson	world	painted	in	hyper-stylised	strokes	and	grubby	pastel	shades.	The	script	(especially	the	narration	from	Alec	Baldwin)
is	full	of	dry	wit,	but	it’s	the	sweetly	sad	narrative	about	love	and	disappointment	that	gives	the	film	its	magic.	'Mr.	Hulot	is	off	for	a	week	by	the	sea.	Take	a	seat	behind	his	camera,	and	you	can	spend	it	with	him.'	Director:	Jacques	Tati	Cast:	Jacques	Tati,	Nathalie	Pascaud,	Micheline	Rolla	A	sleepy	French	seaside	resort	becomes	the	playground	for
director-star	Jacques	Tati’s	lanky,	kindly	middle-aged	bachelor	Monsieur	Hulot,	whose	efforts	at	enjoying	himself	invariably	end	in	disaster.	Former	mime	Tati	essentially	dispenses	with	dialogue,	but	while	his	approach	certainly	draws	on	silent	comedy,	he's	less	interested	in	quick-fire	slapstick	than	slowly	escalating	complications	whose	intricate
choreography	often	proves	more	whimsical,	or	beautiful	even,	than	out-and-out	hilarious.	Filled	with	sunny	nostalgia	and	bittersweet	longing,	its	funny-sad	demeanour	is	quintessential	Tati.	‘I	know	a	little	German.	He’s	sitting	over	there.’	Directors:	Jim	Abrahams,	David	Zucker,	Jerry	Zucker	Cast:	Val	Kilmer,	Omar	Sharif,	Billy	J	Mitchell	Eager	to
parody	the	WWII	spy	flick	but	keenly	aware	that,	despite	what	Mel	Brooks	might	think,	the	Nazis	really	weren’t	all	that	funny,	the	Airplane!	team	of	Zucker,	Abrahams	and	Zucker	hit	upon	the	notion	of	a	dimwit	American	rock	star	sent	into	East	Berlin	to	infiltrate	the	Russkies.	The	result	isn’t	quite	as	rampantly	gag-stuffed	as	either	Airplane!	or	The
Naked	Gun,	but	the	jokes	there	are	land	hard:	Peter	Cushing’s	amazing	giant	eye,	Kilmer’s	pitch-perfect	Beach	Boys	parody	and	some	timeless	wordplay	(see	above).©	Nicola	Dove	‘You’re	not	even	a	person,	you’re	a	testicle!’	Director	Armando	Iannucci	Cast	Steve	Buscemi,	Simon	Russell	Beale,	Rupert	Friend,	Jeffrey	Tambor,	Michael	Palin,	Jason
Isaacs	First	time	round,	we	were	too	busy	laughing	to	notice	just	how	dark	Armando	Iannucci’s	Stalinist	satire	really	is.	With	the	benefit	of	hindsight	–	not	to	mention	three	more	years	of	contemporary	demagoguery	under	our	belts	–	it	feels	a	lot	more	like	Animal	Farm	than	Animal	House:	nasty,	venal	politicians	vying	for	power	in	a	game	of	snakes
and	ladders	where	the	loser	ends	up	in	the	gulag.	The	kind	of	world	where	Jason	Isaacs’s	Marshal	Zhukov	feels	like	a	hero	because,	hey,	at	least	he’s	honest	enough	to	be	openly	psychotic.	Of	course,	it’s	bloody	funny	too	–	just	very	literally	so.	Phil	de	Semlyen	Global	film	editor	'Nobody	wears	beige	to	a	bank	robbery!’	Director:	Woody	Allen	Cast:
Woody	Allen,	Janet	Margolin,	Marcel	Hillaire	If	you	try	to	rob	a	bank,	it	helps	if	you	can	convince	the	bank	you’re	a	robber.	And	if	you	play	the	cello,	it’s	maybe	best	not	to	join	a	marching	brass	band.	Such	is	the	life	of	Virgil	Starkwell,	the	remarkably	committed	and	useless	criminal	who,	as	a	kid.	Take	the	Money	and	Run,	Woody	Allen’s	directorial
debut,	is	a	messy,	at	times	romantic,	often	baggy	film,	full	of	sight	gags,	overlaid	with	some	of	Allen's	most	trusted	nightclub	material.	If	this	lacks	the	emotional	dexterity	of	Allen’s	mid-career	film,	it	remains	a	remarkable	early	calling	card	for	one	of	the	twentieth-century’s	defining	comic	actor/directors.Miramax‘You’re	so	money	and	you	don’t	even
know	it.’	Director:	Doug	Liman	Cast:	Jon	Favreau,	Vince	Vaughn,	Heather	Graham,	Ron	Livingston	A	decade	before	‘bromance’	became	its	own	subgenre,	Jon	Favreau	broke	through	as	a	writer	and	actor	by	depicting	male	friendship	as	something	more	than	just	shoulder-slugs	and	high-fives.	An	endlessly	quotable	slice	of	life	about	LA	transplants
struggling	to	make	it	in	Hollywood,	Swingers	is	anchored	by	the	real-life	friendship	between	Favreau	and	Vince	Vaughn,	effectively	playing	themselves	as	then-underemployed	actors	whose	competing	personalities	–	the	former	sensitive	but	self-defeating,	the	latter	obnoxious	yet	loyal	–	form	a	crucial	balance	for	each	other,	and	their	peers.	Made	for
basically	nothing,	its	success	launched	the	careers	of	just	about	everyone	involved,	including	director	Doug	Liman	and	Heather	Graham.	Some	of	the	details	have	aged	poorly	–	there’s	no	explaining	Gen	X’s	brief	obsession	with	swing	music	–	but	as	long	as	there	are	confused	twentysomethings	in	the	world,	its	smart	observations	and	themes	of	career
anxiety	and	romantic	despair	will	resonate.	Paramount	Pictures	‘You’re	the	vulgarian,	you	fuck!’	Director:	Charles	Crichton	Cast:	John	Cleese,	Jamie	Lee	Curtis,	Kevin	Kline,	Michael	Palin	Perhaps	the	best	British	comedy	since	the	heyday	of	Python,	since	John	Cleese	deliberately	attempted	to	move	away	from	satirical	silliness	and	back	to	a	more
inclusive,	plot-driven,	unmistakably	British	brand	of	comic	caper.	(He	even	went	so	far	as	to	hire	78-year-old	Ealing	stalwart	Charles	Crichton	to	direct.)	The	result	is	a	film	which,	like	its	slippery	American	heroine,	is	madly	in	love	with	language,	from	tongue-teasingly	delicious	sarcasm	to	some	truly	outrageous	swearing.	Add	to	this	four	iconic
performances	(five	if	you	count	the	inimitable	Tom	Georgeson	as	cockernee	gangster	George	‘Unbe-fackin’-lieveable!’	Thomason),	and	the	result	speaks	for	itself.	Paramount	Pictures	‘Why	should	I	listen	to	you,	anyway?	You're	a	virgin	who	can't	drive.’	Director:	Amy	Heckerling	Cast:	Alicia	Silverstone,	Stacey	Dash,	Brittany	Murphy	Based	on	Jane
Austen's	Emma,	Clueless	follows	Cher	Horowitz	(Alicia	Silverstone),	a	teenager	obsessed	with	shopping	and	clothes,	as	she	guides	newbie	Tai	(Brittnay	Murphy)	through	high	school.	It's	much	more	than	a	teen	movie,	however	-	for	a	film	that's	nearly	30	year	old,	Clueless	still	holds	a	lot	of	cultural	clout,	whether	it's	inspiring	music	videos,	fashion
trends	or	on-going	cries	of	'As	if!'	Mostly,	though,	it's	that	stellar	performance	from	Silverstone	that	gives	this	film	so	much	charm	and	wit.	Warner	Brothers©	DRDisney20th	Century	Fox	‘I	don’t	want	to	have	to	read	you	the	riot	act,	but	I	am	going	to	have	to	read	you	some	extracts	from	the	riot	act.’	Director:	Armando	Iannucci	Cast:	Tom	Hollander,
Peter	Capaldi,	James	Gandolfini	Scabrous	and	smart,	Armando	Iannucci’s	political	satire	is	the	sort	of	film	that	rewards	repeated	viewing,	if	only	to	catch	the	jokes	you	laughed	through	last	time	round.	It	opens	out	the	action	from	original	sitcom	The	Thick	of	It	by	sending	mad-eyed	spin	doctor	Malcolm	Tucker,	hapless	government	minister	Simon
Foster	and	their	cohorts	to	the	States,	where	they	flip	and	flop	for	our	entertainment,	groping	towards	a	coherent	policy.	The	vulgarity	is	tumultuous,	the	wit	pointed	and	the	performances	impeccably	judged.	Proof	that	transferring	a	great	sitcom	to	the	big	screen	need	not	be	difficult,	difficult,	lemon	difficult.Dave	Calhoun	Global	Deputy	Editor-in-
Chief,	Time	OutRushmore	'Best	play	ever,	man.’	Director:	Wes	Anderson	Cast:	Jason	Schwartzman,	Bill	Murray,	Olivia	Williams	Some	films	create	an	entire	world,	with	its	own	rules	and	its	own	geography.	Rushmore	is	one	of	the	greatest	of	these.	The	grounds	and	environs	of	Rushmore	Academy	are	at	once	familiar	and	strange,	populated	by	bored
millionaires	and	Scottish	vagabonds,	lost	aquatic	heroes	and	their	grieving	lovers,	gruff	headmasters	and	winsome	Asian	teens,	and	of	course	Max	Fischer,	arguably	the	most	complex,	original,	loveable	but	infuriating	movie	creation	of	the	past	three	decades.	Yes,	there’s	a	little	Harold	and	Maude	here,	a	little	Hal	Hartley	there.	But	even	as	it
approaches	its	third	decade,	Rushmore	still	feels	blindingly	original	and	unique.	‘If	you	take	my	advice	I	think	you’ll	become	one	of	the	great	balloon-folding	acts	of	all	time!’	Director:	Woody	Allen	Cast:	Woody	Allen,	Mia	Farrow,	Nick	Apollo	Forte	Woody	comes	to	both	bury	and	praise	his	hero	Danny	Rose	in	this	lyrical	note	to	the	dimmer	lights	of	the
Great	White	Way.	A	cock-eyed	optimist	and	full-time	dreamer,	guileless	theatrical	agent	Danny	dotes	over	his	woeful	stable	of	one-shot	novelty	acts	–	blind	xylophonists,	uniped	tap	dancers,	ice-skating	penguins	dressed,	naturally,	as	Hassidic	rabbis	–	but	it’s	clear	to	everyone	else	that	an	age	is	swiftly	passing.	It	would	be	an	easy	world	to	mock,	but
Allen	gives	it	a	generous,	mournful,	affectionate	send-off	that	pays	far	richer,	far	funnier	dividends.‘The	royal	penis	is	clean,	your	highness.’	Director:	John	Landis	Cast:	Eddie	Murphy,	Arsenio	Hall,	James	Earl	Jones	Just	a	few	years	after	he	became	the	biggest	box-office	draw	in	America,	Eddie	Murphy’s	golden	period	was	already	drawing	to	a	close.
But	this	tale	of	African	princes	and	fast-food	heiresses	is	a	scrappily	suitable	swansong	for	the	Eddie	we	loved	in	the	’80s,	offering	his	signature	blend	of	crudity,	sweetness,	wit,	style	and	vague	politicking,	all	wrapped	up	in	a	high-concept	romcom	package.	The	highlight,	though,	has	to	be	ER	star	Eriq	LaSalle	in	full	Jheri	curl	nightmare	as	hair
product	salesman	Daryl.	Just	let	your	Soul	Glo...	Dave	Calhoun	Global	Deputy	Editor-in-Chief,	Time	OutPhotograph:	New	Line	CinemaPhotograph:	Columbia	Pictures	‘I	saw	Mrs	Claypool	first.	Of	course,	her	mother	really	saw	her	first	but	there’s	no	point	in	bringing	the	Civil	War	into	this.’	Director:	Sam	Wood	Cast:	Groucho	Marx,	Chico	Marx	and
Harpo	Marx	Even	funnier	than	the	overblown	Queen	album	of	the	same	name,	this	was	the	Marxes	at	their	anarchic	apogee,	an	excoriating	dissection	of	snot-nosed,	jazz-age,	high-society	wags	that	contained	some	of	their	most	memorable	comic	riffs.	The	story,	in	which	Groucho	falls	in	with	a	moneyed	has-been	and	has	to	assist	a	struggling	opera
company,	plays	second	fiddle	to	an	intense	barrage	of	puns,	tongue-twisters	and	wisecracks.	Chico’s	on	hand,	too,	with	his	unhinged	cod-Italiano	witterings,	while	Harpo’s	energetic	feats	of	slapstick	repeatedly	threaten	to	steal	the	show.	And	if	you’ve	ever	pondered	how	many	people	can	fit	into	the	cabin	of	an	art	deco	transatlantic	ocean	liner,	then
this	is	the	movie	for	you.	Photograph:	StudioCanal	‘Hey	Stan,	tell	them	about	the	part	where	Terrence	calls	Phillip	a	testicle-shitting	rectal	wart.’	Director:	Trey	Parker	Cast:	Trey	Parker,	Matt	Stone,	Isaac	Hayes	What’s	the	greatest	musical	of	all	time?	Singin’	in	the	Rain?	Too	cute.	West	Side	Story?	Too	butch.	Meet	Me	in	St	Louis?	If	Judy	Garland	had
called	Margaret	O’Brien	a	donkey-raping	shit	eater,	it	might	have	stood	a	chance.	Surely,	the	finest	example	of	the	musical	form	in	cinema	has	to	be	this	rites-of-passage	tale	of	life	in	a	quiet	Colorado	mountain	town,	where	all	the	folks	need	to	worry	about	is	parking	provision,	bad	language,	gay	dogs,	an	impending	land	war	with	Canada,	Satan’s	fuck-
buddy	Saddam,	whether	it	really	was	Cartman’s	mother	in	that	German	scheisse	video	and,	of	course,	those	goddamned	Baldwins.	Aw,	shucks.		‘Have	you	ever	wondered	if	there	was	more	to	life,	other	than	being	really,	really,	ridiculously	good	looking?’	Director:	Ben	Stiller	Cast:	Ben	Stiller,	Owen	Wilson,	Will Ferrell	Did	someone	say	fish	in	a	barrel?
Okay,	so	the	fashion	world	isn’t	exactly	a	challenging	subject	for	satire	but	Ben	Stiller’s	tale	of	international	intrigue,	haute	couture	and	ludicrous	pretension	has	such	great	gags,	committed	performances	and	cod	sincerity	that	it’s	hard	not	to	guffaw.	Stiller’s	Zoolander	is	a	supermodel	on	the	slide,	threatened	by	up-and-comer	Owen	Wilson,	exploited
by	grasping	designer	Will	Ferrell	and	constrained	by	his	gargantuan	stupidity,	source	of	most	of	the	big	laughs.	But	he’s	also	insecure,	well-meaning	and	basically	quite	sweet,	which	makes	his	story	all	the	more	amiable.	Photograph:	Universal	PicturesPhoto:	Courtesy	of	Columbia	PicturesDave	Calhoun	Global	Deputy	Editor-in-Chief,	Time	OutDave
Calhoun	Global	Deputy	Editor-in-Chief,	Time	Out	'Your	mother	was	a	hamster	and	your	father	smelt	of	elderberries!’	Directors:	Terry	Gilliam,	Terry	Jones	Cast:	Terry	Gilliam,	Terry	Jones,	John	Cleese,	Graham	Chapman,	Eric	Idle,	Michael	Palin	We	all	love	Monty	Python’s	slapstick	savaging	of	the	legend	of	King	Arthur,	but	we	always	forget	about	the
llamas:	according	to	the	credits,	Holy	Grail	was	the	creation	of	Reg	Llama	of	Brixton,	and	thousands	of	his	llama	friends	across	the	world	(as	well	as	Terry	Gilliam	and	Terry	Jones).	Well,	Reg	and	co.	created	a	masterpiece.	With	its	Bergman-ribbing	credit	sequence,	its	one-liners	and	its	extravagantly	gruesome	violence,	Holy	Grail	was	Python’s
launchpad	to	international	stardom.	Neil	Innes’s	music	and	Gilliam’s	animations	are	touchstones	for	British	absurdist	humour,	while	the	late	Graham	Chapman,	playing	it	straight	as	King	Arthur,	was	never	finer.		‘He’s	not	the	Messiah.	He’s	a	very	naughty	boy.’	Director:	Terry	Jones	Cast:	Graham	Chapman,	John	Cleese,	Michael	Palin	The	Pythons’
second	feature	is	their	masterpiece.	The	story	is	rooted	in	purest	farce,	as	the	Three	Wise	Men	arrive	at	the	wrong	manger	and	unsuspecting	everyman	Brian	Cohen	is	declared	the	Messiah.	He	duly	bumbles	alongside	The	Greatest	Story	Ever	Told,	ending	the	film	on	a	Calvary	Cross	for	a	reluctant	chorus	of	‘Always	Look	on	the	Bright	Side	of
Life’.What	a	dizzying	achievement	this	is.	The	Life	of	Brian	takes	potshots	at	everything	from	schoolroom	Latin	to	Biblical	epics	(most	of	which	it	shames	with	its	attention	to	period	detail)	and	religious	hypocrisy	–	but,	crucially,	never	religion	itself.	Needless	to	say,	this	didn’t	stop	predictable	accusations	of	blasphemy.Dave	Calhoun	Global	Deputy
Editor-in-Chief,	Time	Out	‘What’re	the	hours?’	Director:	Rob	Reiner	Cast:	Christopher	Guest,	Rob	Reiner	You're	asking,	how	much	more	funny	could	this	be?	And	the	answer	is	none.	None	more	funny.	Yes,	our	experts	have	cast	their	votes	and	the	winner	by	a	clear	margin	is	Rob	Reiner's	genre-setting	mockumentary	–	or,	if	you	will,	rockumentary	–
about	England's	largest-livin',	heaviest-riffin',	filthiest-lyric-singin',	biggest-hair-havin',	fluffiest-jumper-ownin'	heavy	rock	combo.	Sporting	arguably	the	most	quotable	script	in	movie	history	('no...	these	ones	go	to	eleven')	and	some	of	the	meatiest	metal	melodies	this	side	of	Bon	Scott-era	AC/DC,	this	is	simply	a	perfect	film:	from	the	first	chord	of
'Tonight	I'm	Gonna	Rock	You	Tonight'	to	the	very	final	line	('I	dunno,	what	are	the	hours?'),	there's	literally	nothing	about	it	that	could	be	improved.	It	also,	lest	we	forget,	defined	an	entire	genre,	accidentally	inventing	everything	from	The	Office	to	The	Blair	Witch	Project	(not	to	mention	lead	axe-man	Christopher	Guest's	entire	subsequent	career).
Guest,	Michael	McKean	and	Harry	Shearer	would	keep	gigging	as	Spinal	Tap	for	three	decades	–	proof	that	they	were	so	much	more	than	just	a	joke	band	in	a	funny	movie.	Spinal	Tap:	for	those	about	to	rock,	we	salute	you.Show	morePhotograph:	MIFFPhotograph:	Courtesy	of	Focus	FeaturesPhotograph:	BFI	DistributionShow	moreBy	entering	your
email	address	you	agree	to	our	Terms	of	Use	and	Privacy	Policy	and	consent	to	receive	emails	from	Time	Out	about	news,	events,	offers	and	partner	promotions.	Awesome,	you're	subscribed!Thanks	for	subscribing!	Look	out	for	your	first	newsletter	in	your	inbox	soon!More	on	Time	In
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